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officer, the Justice Department said. The “bomb” was actually inert. Prosecutors charged Domingo with 

trying to provide material support to terrorists. 

In February, Lt. Christopher Paul Hasson, 49, was ordered held without bond on drug and gun charges 

involving what federal plot. Prosecutors said Hasson was a white nationalist who espoused extremist views 

and wrote about biological attacks. Court documents said agents found 15 guns and more than 1,000 rounds 

of ammunition in his apartment in Silver Spring, Maryland. 

Last week, a federal judge in Maryland created a public outcry when he said Hasson was entitled to be 

released from detention prior to his trial after his public defender argued that the continued government 

detention was unlawful. The judge said he still had “grave concerns” about Hasson’s alleged actions but 

that the charges to that point did not require that he be detained. 

The violence in Kansas began shortly after 5 p.m. Monday, when Rice County Undersheriff Chad Murphy 

was shot four times — including once in the neck — within 30 seconds of pulling Madden over in a traffic 

stop just north of the Sterling, Kansas, city limits about 70 miles northwest of Wichita. The Kansas Bureau 

of Investigation said Tuesday that a female and a child were with Madden in the vehicle at the time. 

Madden then fled and drove to his residence in Alden, the KBI said, where he retrieved guns and 

ammunition. From there, the KBI said, he drove to the home of his father, 65-year-old Thomas Madden, in 

Raymond, Kansas, and fatally shot him. When Rice County Sheriff Bryant Evans arrived about 5:40 p.m., 

David Madden shot him in the leg then exchanged gunfire with other officers, according to the KBI. 

The standoff with multiple law enforcement agencies ended when authorities found David Madden’s body 

about 12:10 a.m. The KBI said it is suspected that he died of a self-inflicted gunshot wound. 

Murphy was flown to a Wichita hospital and was in critical but stable condition Tuesday, the KBI said. 

Evans was treated for his injuries and released. 

Federal court documents show that Madden was indicted April 23 in U.S. District Court of Kansas on one 

count of illegal possession of a machine gun. 

The documents also say that Madden, 37, is a person of interest in the disappearance of Megan Foglesong, 

an Alden woman who was reported missing in November 2015. An affidavit filed in the case says a KBI 

special agent who was investigating Foglesong’s disappearance had contacted a special agent with the 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives on several occasions to report that the KBI had 

received information that Madden was suspected to be involved with explosives or explosive materials. 

On Feb. 22, 2017, the affidavit says, Madden led authorities on a high-speed chase that began in Ellinwood, 

Kansas, and went through Rice and Barton counties. Madden was arrested later that day after a standoff 

with law enforcement officers at his residence in Alden, Kansas. 

A Feb. 25, 2017, search of Madden’s property yielded two wooden crates in an outbuilding which 

contained 24 metal pipe bombs, each wrapped with metal bailing wire and some also wrapped with black 

electrical tape, according to the affidavit. Searches the next day turned up 12 containers of smokeless 

powders and two live military ordnance projectiles. 

Authorities conducted another search on March 9, 2017, and discovered an AK-47 machine gun under 

Madden’s bed. They also found a railroad torpedo, which is a regulated explosive item, and a .45-caliber 

semiautomatic pistol. 
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A KBI agent interviewed Madden in the Rice County Jail on April 11, 2017, according to the affidavit. In 

the 34-minute interview, Madden “admitted to making and lighting off pipe bombs and said he had been 

doing this since he was a kid,” the document says. 

“Mr. Madden admitted to finding the machine gun in Fallujah, Iraq when he was there fighting for the 

United States Marine Corps,” it says. “Mr. Madden admitted to bringing the machine gun back to the 

United States and to knowing it was a machine gun.” 

Madden’s records released Tuesday by the Marine Corps do not indicate that he was ever deployed to Iraq. 

The records show that he served in the Marines from June 19, 2000, to April 15, 2004, attaining the rank of 

Private First Class, E-2 on Oct. 9, 2003. He was a light armored vehicle crewman, according to the records, 

and received a National Defense Service Medal, a decoration to recognize all military members who have 

served in active duty during a declared “national emergency.” 

At a news conference Tuesday morning, KBI senior special agent Stephen Rosebrough said he did not have 

any information on why Madden was not still in jail on Monday. Kansas Department of Corrections records 

list his current status as “absconder” as of Feb. 11. 

Rosebrough said authorities don’t know what may have motivated Madden to do what he did. 

“We’ll never know what his true motive was now,” he said. 

Johnson, who now runs an analytics firm that focuses on domestic extremism, said one of the reasons 

violent extremists are a growing concern in the military is because the policies to keep them out aren’t 

tough enough. 

“They have a loophole that says you’ll be disciplined if you have an active membership in a white 

supremacist group,” he said. “But if you’re a militia member, you’re fine; if you’re a sovereign citizen, 

you’re fine. So you have to be a card-carrying member of the Nationalist Socialist Movement or attending a 

KKK rally to be disciplined. 

“That loophole needs to be closed, because the vast majority of white supremacists or violent extremists are 

not active members of groups. If you support or embrace or go online or join a forum or whatever, there 

should be zero tolerance.” 
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Release approved for Coast Guard officer accused of terror 
By Michael Kunzelman 

The Associated Press, April 25, 2019 

This undated file image provided by the U.S. District Court in 

Maryland shows a photo of firearms and ammunition that was in 

the motion for detention pending trial in the case against 

Christopher Hasson. A federal magistrate agreed on Thursday, 

April 25, 2019, to order the pretrial release of the Coast Guard 

lieutenant accused of creating a hit list of prominent Democrats, 

Supreme Court justices, network TV journalists and social media 

company executives. (U.S. District Court via AP) 

GREENBELT, Md. (AP) — A Coast Guard lieutenant accused of being a domestic terrorist is entitled to be 

released from custody before his trial on firearms and drug charges, a federal magistrate said Thursday. 

U.S. Magistrate Judge Charles Day noted that 50-year-old Christopher Hasson hasn’t been charged with 

any terrorism related offenses. Hasson was arrested Feb. 15 and is awaiting trial on firearms and drug 

charges. Prosecutors have said he created a hit list of prominent Democrats, two Supreme Court justices, 

network TV journalists and social media company executives. 

Day said he still has “grave concerns” about Hasson based on information prosecutors have presented. The 

magistrate said Hasson is “going to have to have a whole lot of supervision” before his release, a process 

that could take several days. 

Marcia Murphy, a spokeswoman for U.S. Attorney Robert Hur’s office, said prosecutors would oppose any 

conditions of release for Hasson. 

Day didn’t order Hasson to be immediately released. The magistrate gave Hasson’s defense attorney, Liz 

Oyer, a few days to arrange conditions of release that would be acceptable to the court. Prosecutors have 

vowed to appeal if Day does order his release. 

Oyer said her client hadn’t made any direct or specific threats to harm anyone. She said prosecutors are 

seeking to punish Hasson for “private thoughts” that he never shared. 

“They have not come forward with evidence that Mr. Hasson is a domestic terrorist because he is not,” she 

told Day. 

But prosecutors have said Hasson is a self-described white nationalist who espoused extremist views for 

years and “intends to murder innocent civilians on a scale rarely seen in this country.” In a February court 

filing, prosecutors said Hasson drafted an email in which he said he was “dreaming of a way to kill almost 

every last person on the earth.” 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Thomas Windom said prosecutors had presented “clear and convincing evidence” 

that Hasson poses a danger to the public. 

“The dots were connected directly by the defendant with his own writings,” Windom said. 

Prosecutors have said Hasson appeared to be planning attacks inspired by the manifesto of Anders Behring 

Breivik, the Norwegian right-wing extremist who killed 77 people in a 2011 bomb-and-shooting rampage. 

On Feb. 21, Day ordered Hasson to be held without bond. At that time, however, the magistrate said he was 

willing to revisit his decision if prosecutors didn’t bring more serious charges within two weeks. 
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On Thursday, Day said he was inclined to order home confinement with electronic monitoring for Hasson 

and restrict his access to firearms and computers. The magistrate gave Oyer a few days to present him with 

a proposal before Hasson can be freed. 

Prosecutors claim Hasson drew up what appeared to be a computer-spreadsheet hit list that included House 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer and Democratic presidential hopefuls 

Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand, Elizabeth Warren, Cory Booker and Kamala Harris. Several network TV 

journalists — MSNBC’s Chris Hayes and Joe Scarborough and CNN’s Chris Cuomo and Van Jones — 

also were mentioned. 

Hasson also targeted two Supreme Court justices and two social media company executives, prosecutors 

said in a court filing Tuesday. The filing doesn’t name them, but it says Hasson searched online for their 

home addresses in March 2018, within minutes before and after searching firearm sales websites. 

Investigators found 15 guns, including seven rifles, and more than 1,000 rounds of ammunition at Hasson’s 

basement apartment in Silver Spring, Maryland, prosecutors said. 

“He has these ready to go, ready for use,” Windom said. 

Oyer said Hasson has had a lifelong interest in firearms and likes to hunt and target practice. She said the 

number of guns he owned isn’t unusual in North Carolina, where he lived for years before moving to 

Maryland. 

Hasson’s Feb. 27 indictment also accuses him of illegal possession of tramadol, an opioid painkiller. 

Hasson pleaded not guilty last month to charges of illegal possession of firearm silencers, possession of 

firearms by a drug addict and unlawful user, and possession of a controlled substance. He faces a maximum 

of 31 years in prison if convicted of all four counts in his indictment. 

Hasson, a former Marine, worked at Coast Guard headquarters in Washington on a program to acquire 

advanced new cutters for the agency. A Coast Guard spokesman has said Hasson will remain on active duty 

until the case against him is resolved. 
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Coast Guard officer called ‘terrorist’ due back in court [The Associated Press, 2019-04-30] 
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What happens to SEALs who testify about war crimes? 
By Carl Prine 

Navy Times, April 29, 2019 

Special Warfare Operator Chief Edward “Eddie” Gallagher in 

Iraq in 2017. (Courtesy photo) 

At least seven SEALs are slated to testify in the May 28 war crimes 

trial against Chief Special Warfare Operator Edward “Eddie” 

Gallagher, but attorneys continue to question what will happen to 

their careers once in the public spotlight. 

That’s one of the issues expected to be raised during a Tuesday 

hearing in a Naval Base San Diego courtroom, according to documents provided to Navy Times. 

“I’m going to give a speech about this,” said Timothy Parlatore, Gallagher’s civilian defense attorney. “The 

issues go beyond this trial, and they’re important.” 

It all stems from a larger debate over the immunity deals offered to past and present members of SEAL 

Team 7 in exchange for their testimony against Gallagher, 39, who’s accused of stabbing to death a 

wounded Islamic State prisoner of war, shooting two Iraqi civilians and then attempting to cover up the 

alleged 2017 incidents. 

Brian Ferguson, a Texas attorney who represents at least a dozen SEALs and other military members 

attached to Alpha Platoon, SEAL Team 7 in Iraq in 2017, has three clients particularly tantalizing to either 

prosecutors or defense attorneys. 

But the SEALs have threatened to assert their Fifth Amendment right against self-incrimination if forced to 

take the stand against either Gallagher or his commanding officer, Lt. Jacob X. “Jake” Portier, who’s 

accused of helping his chief cover up the alleged war crimes. 

One of them, a first class petty officer, is prized by prosecutors because he was helping Gallagher treat the 

wounded ISIS fighter before he died, and, in an initial interview taped by Naval Criminal Investigative 

Service, indicated that the platoon chief knifed the detainee in the neck. 

But another Ferguson client indicated that he saw Gallagher hack into the boy’s torso and later insisted that 

the prisoner had died before the cut, which means the chief knifed a corpse. 

A third client was a sniper who disputes how one of the alleged eyewitnesses to the shooting of a young 

girl came to believe Gallagher was the sharpshooter who gunned her down. He’s cast doubt on how others 

recalled the death of an Iraqi man on Father’s Day in 2017, according to internal NCIS files provided to 

Navy Times. 

To garner their testimony, the Navy and the U.S. Department of Justice extended to the trio testimonial 

immunity, which protects them from self-incrimination if they tell the truth on the stand. 

But Ferguson held out for better deals: transactional immunity, which would cover all other evidence 

churned up in the probe and any past misdeeds; shielding their coveted SEAL tridents from a special board 

convened to remove them; protection from extradition to Iraq to stand trial there; and safeguarding their 

future careers from harm, especially if they want to try out for the elite Naval Special Warfare 

Development Group — also known as DEVGRU or SEAL Team 6. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.navytimes.com%2Fnews%2Fyour-navy%2F2018%2F11%2F15%2Fa-jekyll-and-hyde-portrait-emerges-of-the-seal-accused-of-murdering-an-islamic-state-prisoner%2F&data=02%7C01%7Catilghman%40militarytimes.com%7Ccab1413486fe4e45cca708d68921731b%7C1d5c96e57ee2446dbed8d0f8c50edea5%7C1%7C0%7C636847174121108824&sdata=DQheV96RN5%2BF%2BA0ErHhR4XMoPAQf0fyUpvKxcdVznZQ%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2019/04/29/what-happens-to-seals-who-testify-about-war-

crimes/ 

Special Warfare Operator Chief Edward “Eddie” Gallagher in Iraq in 

2017. (Courtesy photo) 

The attorney also sought to protect future employment inside the military, 

federal civilian agencies or contractors tied to what are called “Special 

Access Programs” and “Unacknowledged Special Access Programs.” 

Special Access Programs rely on highly classified information and those 

who use the data often undergo what the Pentagon calls Special Access 

Required vetting. 

Unacknowledged SAPs are so sensitive to national security that their very 

existence is classified. 

Navy Cmdr. Christopher Czaplak, the lead prosecutor in both the Portier 

and Gallagher cases, assured Ferguson in an April 10 email that his “clients should not have any concerns 

about participating in a public trial and then trying out for that unit,” SEAL Team 6. 

But Ferguson didn’t seem satisfied that an attorney in a regional legal services office could speak for either 

the SEALs or agencies such as the CIA, so he reached out to Naval Special Warfare, the parent command 

of the commandos. 

In an April 17 email to Capt. Susan M. McGarvey, Ferguson expressed concerns that the “word on the 

street” indicated “that if you get involved in this case, your chances of going to (SEAL Team 6) are toast.” 

“From a policy perspective, I can’t imagine that would be the case; the secondary and tertiary implications 

are troubling. However, from a pragmatic national security perspective, I fear participation might, indeed, 

be disqualifying for some or all billets,” he continued. “Whether the response is ‘we’ve got your back’ or 

‘sorry, pal, life’s not fair,’ it’d be nice to have a definitive answer for the folks involved and the broader 

community.” 

Ferguson seemed to be suggesting that SEALs worried about their careers might forgo reporting war crimes 

in the future if it meant appearing in a public courtroom and being identified in the press as witnesses. 

He attached a draft letter for McGarvey’s boss, Rear Adm. Collin P. Green, the commander of Naval 

Special Warfare, that voiced concerns about Czaplak’s “nebulous reassurances" and urged the SEAL to 

“provide a more definitive response — whether good or bad.” 

In a terse reply, Capt. McGarvey said that service members “with career questions should raise them with 

their chain of command.” 

Instead, they turned to Navy Times, which asked Naval Special Warfare spokeswoman Cmdr. Tamara 

Lawrence for her command’s final answer on the controversy. 

In a prepared statement emailed to Navy Times on Friday, she said that every sailor has the duty to report a 

suspected violation of the Law of Armed Conflict, per a standing order by the secretary of the Navy. 

“There is no policy prohibiting individuals from progression along their career milestones or from 

successfully screening for special programs simply because they cooperated with a federal investigation or 

participated in a court-martial proceeding as a witness,” she wrote. 

Reached in San Diego, Ferguson declined comment. 

But Parlatore said Naval Special Warfare really didn’t answer Ferguson’s questions. 

https://fas.org/blogs/secrecy/2013/02/dod_saps/
https://fas.org/blogs/secrecy/2013/02/dod_saps/
https://www.navy.mil/navydata/bios/navybio.asp?bioID=812
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“Brian Ferguson, he’s focusing on the fact that they’re just public figures, that they’re going to have their 

names associated with this trial. But I’m going a step farther and I’m asking, ‘What if they’re not 

accurate,’" said Parlatore. 

Parlatore suspects that brief statements by Ferguson’s clients initially given to NCIS in mid-2018 were 

insufficiently vague, twisted by law enforcement or perhaps lies. 

If their allegedly inaccurate statements are aired in an open courtroom, it could ruin their careers, Parlatore 

said, but the way around that is to give them every chance to tell the truth without repercussions. 

That’s why Parlatore has championed total immunity from future prosecution for all of Ferguson’s clients. 

To Parlatore, the prosecution and NCIS are forcing Ferguson’s clients to potentially perjure themselves on 

the stand, according to his legal filings and letters and messages he’s sent to prosecutors that were provided 

to Navy Times. 

The most prized witness for the prosecution — the petty officer who aided Gallagher with the detainee 

before he died — stands to lose the most without full immunity. 

He was convicted at a Sept. 20 non-judicial punishment proceeding for allegedly lying to investigators to 

cover up his own misconduct in a separate case, according to legal filings obtained by Navy Times. 

Prosecutors could bring back the NJP case with court-martial charges if he doesn’t testify the way NCIS 

expects him to, Parlatore argues. 

But that’s just one of multiple issues military judge Capt. Aaron Rugh is expected to take up Tuesday 

morning in San Diego. 

The others include allegations that NCIS agents began an obstruction of justice probe into Ferguson after 

Rugh dismissed a motion by prosecutors to have the Texas attorney removed as their counsel; that one of 

the witnesses against Gallagher changed his testimony about the sniper incidents again; and a motion filed 

by Parlatore for the entire matter to be tossed out of court due to misconduct by prosecutors and federal 

agents. 
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Sailors Report Enduring Concerns About Navy Readiness and Leadership [ProPublica, 2019-04-29] 

Former USS Fitzgerald CO Outlines Defense in Rebuttal to SECNAV [USNI News, 2019-04-26] 
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14 Sikh High Schoolers Get Waivers to Enter Army Basic 

With Beard, Turban 
By Matthew Cox 

Military.com, May 2, 2019 

Army Lt. Col. Kamal Kalsi, president of Sikh American Veterans 

Alliance (SAVA), and Manav Sodhi, a high school student who 

received a religious accommodation from the Army to wear the Sikh 

turban and beard. (Photo: Matt Thorn) 

Following graduation this June, Manav Sodhi will help lead a new 

wave of Sikh soldiers enlisting in the U.S. Army who will be 

allowed to wear the traditional turban and beard in Basic Combat 

Training. 

Sodhi, who is currently attending Kings Park High School in New York, was recently granted a religious 

accommodation by the Army, according to the Sikh American Veterans Alliance (SAVA). 

"I wanted to join the Army ever since I was a kid," Sodhi said in a recent SAVA news release. "My great 

grandfather served in the Army, and I wanted to follow his footsteps." 

Practicing Sikhs serving in the Army are nothing new, but SAVA's release states that Sodhi is the first high 

school student to receive a religious accommodation so he can enlist in the Army as a Sikh. 

He is at least among the first. There are currently 60 religious accommodations that have been granted to 

Sikhs entering the service, according to Hank Minitrez, a spokesman for the Army. Fourteen of those were 

granted as pre-accession waivers to high school students like Sodhi. 

Army Lt. Col. Kamal Kalsi, who is the president of the non-profit advocacy group that promotes Sikhism 

and military service, was surprised to learn there are 13 other high school students who will be allowed to 

enlist in the Army and openly serve as Sikhs. 

This is a new milestone, he said. 

"It shows progress," Kalsi told Military.com, adding that he has been involved in this effort since he was 

granted the first such accommodation in 2009. "I was the first to get the accommodation for turban and 

beard way back in the day." 

Sodhi credited Kalsi as his inspiration for wanting to join the Army. 

"My mother took me to an event at city hall where I met Lieutenant Colonel Kalsi for the first time, and he 

was in his Army uniform with his turban and beard," Sodhi said in the release. "That was an amazing day 

for me because I realized then that I can freely practice my religion and serve my country too." 

The Army changed its policy in 2017 to allow waivers for religious accommodation, Kalsi said. 

"That came after many, many years of effort," he said. "Right now, our focus is to help open doors in the 

other branches of service." 

Currently, there are no turban and beard waivers for religious freedom in the other services, but there are 

many Sikh men and women serving in uniform, Kalsi said, noting that it is easier for Sikh women since 

wearing a turban is optional for them. 



https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/05/02/14-sikh-high-schoolers-get-waivers-enter-army-basic-

beard-turban.html 

Still, many Sikh service members have told SAVA they would like to see a policy change across the 

services, Kalsi said. "Many of them bemoan the current policy that doesn't allow them to keep their 

religious traditions." 

Wearing a beard and turban is "critical because it is really part of our identity as Sikhs," he said. 

"It's also part of our American upbringing to be able to practice our faith; you know religion freedom is a 

critical part of being an American," Kalsi said. "It's important to fight for the things you believe in, and 

religious freedom is one of those things." 

He said that maintaining one uniform standard isn't as important as "what binds us together ... we are 

fighting for the same mission." 

"When I deployed, nobody cared that I had a turban and a beard; they only cared that I did a good job," said 

Kalsi, who deployed to Afghanistan's Helmand Province in 2011 as an emergency room doctor. 

"It was really very, very bloody. I took care of some really devastating injuries. It was tough," he said. 

Military service has always been a proud tradition in Sikh culture, Kalsi said, adding that more than 80,000 

Sikh soldiers died serving alongside allied forces in World War I and World War II. 

"The Germans were actually terrified of the Sikh regiments in World War I; they referred to [Sikhs] as the 

black lions," he said. "If we were good enough to fight in a world war and die in the trenches, then I think 

we are good enough to continue to serve today." 

-- Matthew Cox can be reached at matthew.cox@military.com. 
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Accused California gunman pleads not guilty in synagogue 

murder, mosque arson 
By Jennifer McEntee 

Reuters, April 30, 2019 

SAN DIEGO - A 19-year-old man accused of killing one worshipper and wounding three others in a 

shooting spree in a California synagogue pleaded not guilty on Tuesday to murder and attempted-murder 

charges in an attack prosecutors are treating as a hate crime. 

John Earnest, arrested shortly after Saturday’s bloodshed at the Chabad of Poway synagogue north of San 

Diego, also pleaded not guilty to a single count of arson on a house of worship stemming from a nearby 

mosque that was set on fire in March. 

Appearing behind a glass partition for his arraignment in San Diego County Superior Court on Tuesday 

afternoon, Earnest stood expressionless and spoke faintly as he gave one-word answers to procedural 

questions put to him by the judge. 

The lanky defendant - a nursing student enrolled at California State University at San Marcos - wore dark-

rimmed glasses with his hair combed straight forward. 

Ordering him to remain held without bail, Judge Joseph Brannigan said Earnest would pose “an obvious 

and extraordinary risk” to the public if he were to be released pending trial. 

The proceeding was attended by six Hasidic Jewish men who sat in the front row of the courtroom, dressed 

in the traditional dark garb of the Jewish ultra-Orthodox faithful. 

Authorities said Earnest stalked into the Poway synagogue during Sabbath prayers on the last day of the 

week-long Jewish Passover holiday and opened fire with an assault-style rifle, killing 60-year-old 

worshipper Lori Gilbert-Kaye 

Three others were wounded in the attack, including the rabbi, who was shot in the hand and lost an index 

finger. 

RAMBLING MANIFESTO 

The gunman, whose weapon apparently jammed, was chased out of the temple by a former Army sergeant 

in the congregation, then sped away in a car, escaping an off-duty U.S. Border Patrol agent who shot at the 

getaway vehicle but missed the suspect. Earnest pulled over and surrendered to police soon afterward. 

Authorities said later they believed Earnest was the author of a rambling, violently anti-Semitic, anti-

Muslim “manifesto” found posted on the internet under his name. 

In it, the writer claimed responsibility for a pre-dawn arson fire on March 24 that damaged the Islamic 

Center of Escondido, a town about 15 miles (24 km) north of Poway, and professed to have drawn his 

inspiration from the gunman who killed 50 people at two mosques earlier that month in New Zealand. 

Saturday’s bloodshed near San Diego came six months to the day after 11 worshippers were fatally shot at 

a Pittsburgh synagogue in a massacre that ranks as the deadliest ever on American Jewry. The accused 

gunman in that attack was arrested. 

Authorities said Earnest had no prior criminal record. 
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Besides the charge of committing arson at a place of worship, he is charged with one count of murder and 

three counts of attempted murder. The criminal complaint, filed on Monday, also alleges the synagogue 

shooting was perpetrated as a hate crime. His public defender entered not guilty pleas to all charges on his 

behalf during Tuesday’s hearing. 

If convicted, he would face life in prison without parole, or the death penalty, the district attorney’s office 

said. 

District Attorney Summer Stephan told reporters afterward Earnest had legally purchased the murder 

weapon, although current California law generally prohibits rifles and shotguns from being sold to anyone 

under 21. The state’s legal age limit for such firearms was raised from 18 starting this year. 

In addition to the murder weapon, Stephan said, police found five loaded ammunition magazines and 

another 50 rounds of bullets in Earnest’s vehicle when he was arrested. 

Reporting by Jennifer McEntee in San Diego; Additional reporting by Rich McKay in Atlanta and Peter 

Szekely in New York; Writing by Steve Gorman; Editing by Bill Tarrant, Jonathan Oatis and Peter Cooney 
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Feds to have less preparation for religious time off 
By Jessie Bur 

Federal Times, April 29, 2019 

The Office of Personnel Management will soon institute a narrower 

time frame to make up the work hours missed due to religious 

observance. (Brian A. Jackson/Getty Images) 

Federal employees will have half as much time to arrange for 

overtime hours to compensate for time they plan to take off for 

religious observance, under a new rule issued April 29 by the Office 

of Personnel Management. 

Federal employees who want to take time off for religious purposes may either use one of their earned 

types of vacation hours, such as paid time off, or opt to perform work hours during what is typically a 

holiday for them to make up for the time they plan to miss for religious observance. 

Employees must come to an agreement with their agencies on when that extra time is scheduled to be 

performed. 

Currently, employees are required to schedule overtime work hours either 26 pay periods in advance or 26 

pay periods after they plan to be absent from work due to religious observance or requirements. 

But starting May 29, employees will have 13 pay periods before and 13 pay periods after to schedule their 

replacement time. 

“That would allow a total period of 26 pay periods (about 1 year) during which the religious compensatory 

time off could be earned in connection with a religious observance,” the rule change posted to the Federal 

Register said. 

“An agency may not prescribe a lesser or narrower time frame in which an employee may earn religious 

compensatory time off before or after using it. This change will allow employees about a year to schedule 

and earn religious compensatory time off while making it more administratively feasible for agencies to 

administer.” 

If employees fail to earn that time off within the time frame, the agency has the option to deduct from other 

forms of time off the employee has available to them or place a debt on the employee for time they did not 

work but were still paid. 

One individual commented on the proposed rule change, issued in 2013, that the 26-pay-period window 

was potentially too narrow for some lengthy religious observances that would require many hours of 

overtime to make up for, but OPM opted not to lengthen the available time in the final regulation. 

The rule change also requires agencies to offer justification any time they deny a request for religious 

compensatory time off and emphasizes that if employees make their request for time off orally, they should 

file written documentation of the request as soon as possible. 

The rule also allows for employees to substitute accrued time off from previous overtime work or travel 

time in place of performing overtime work for the religious time they plan to take. 

Federal employees that don’t end up using the religious compensatory time they had accrued for a specific 

holiday may hold it in reserve until the next observance that would require them to miss work. 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-04-29/pdf/2019-08533.pdf
https://www.govexec.com/pay-benefits/2019/04/opm-issues-new-rules-feds-religious-holidays/156613/
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Report: Violent anti-Semitic attacks in US doubled in 2018 
By Michael Kunzelman 

The Associated Press, April 30, 2019 

This Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2018, file photo, shows a painted rock 

found as part of a makeshift memorial outside the Tree of Life 

Synagogue in the Squirrel Hill neighborhood of Pittsburgh, in 

honor of the people killed during worship services several days 

earlier. A Jewish civil rights group says anti-Semitic attacks in the 

U.S. remained near a record-high level in 2018, partially fueled by 

a sharp increase in physical assaults. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar) 

Violent attacks against the Jewish community in the United States 

doubled last year, while overall attacks that also include vandalism and harassment remained near record-

high levels, the Anti-Defamation League reported Tuesday. 

The Jewish civil rights group released its annual census of anti-Semitic incidents three days after a 

gunman opened fire at a Southern California synagogue, killing a woman and wounding a rabbi and two 

others. 

The New York-based group counted 1,879 anti-Semitic incidents — either harassment, vandalism or 

physical assault — in 2018. That is a 5% decrease from the 1,986 incidents reported in 2017, but the third-

highest total since ADL began tracking the data in the 1970s. The 2017 number marked a 57% increase 

over 2016 and was the highest tally ADL had counted in more than two decades. 

ADL counted 39 cases of physical assaults involving 59 victims in 2018, up from 19 assaults and 21 

victims in 2017. The 2018 tally includes the 11 people who were killed and two congregants wounded 

when a gunman opened fire at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh in October. It was the deadliest 

attack on Jews in the nation’s history. 

Israel Dahan, whose 8-year-old daughter and brother-in-law were both wounded in Saturday’s shooting at 

the Chabad of Poway synagogue near San Diego, said he doesn’t understand why there’s so much hate. 

“We welcome everybody. We love everybody,” said Dahan, 32, who is originally from Israel. “I don’t even 

know why people like that (are) coming up against Judaism and against Jewish people.” 

Jonathan Greenblatt, ADL’s CEO and national director, said he spent much of the weekend in California 

meeting and praying with the families of the shooting victims and other synagogue congregants. Greenblatt 

said it’s “hard to find much solace” in the new data. 

“Unfortunately, the horrific tragedy in San Diego County reminds us that anti-Semitism is virulently 

strong,” he said. 

In 2018, ADL counted 1,066 cases of harassment, defined as a situation in which a Jewish person or group 

of people “feel harassed by the perceived anti-Semitic words, spoken or written, or actions of another 

person or group.” Last year’s tally of harassment incidents was 5% higher than in 2017. The one category 

that experienced a decline was vandalism: The 774 incidents in 2018 represented a 19% drop from 2017. 

ADL’s report says “known extremist groups or individuals inspired by extremist ideology” were 

responsible for 249 anti-Semitic incidents in 2018, accounting for 13% of the total. 
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Shanahan said ways to address the problem include: seeking a stand-alone military crime of sexual 

harassment, developing new tools to measure the problem, launching a program to catch serial offenders, 

improving assessments of the character of military applicants, training for junior officers and junior enlisted 

leaders and focusing on prevention. 

The latest report on sexual assaults requires Congress to intervene, said Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif., the 

chairwoman of the Armed Services Committee's personnel panel. 

"The department must accept that current programs are simply not working," Speier said. "Congress must 

lead the way in forcing the department to take more aggressive approaches to fighting this scourge.” 

The Pentagon is set to release the recommendations of a task force formed at the urging of Sen. Martha 

McSally, R-Ariz., to deal with sexual assaults in the military. McSally, a retired Air Force officer and 

fighter pilot, revealed during an Armed Services Committee meeting in March that she had been raped by a 

superior officer.  

“The status quo is not working," New York Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand said in a statement. "It's time for 

Congress to step up and bring accountability where the Department of Defense has repeatedly failed. The 

evidence is clear – we need to pass the Military Justice Improvement Act so that trained military 

prosecutors can handle these cases moving forward and give survivors confidence in the system.”  

Based on the survey for 2018: 

 Sexual assault rate for women was at the highest level, 6%, since 2006. The rate ranged from 4% in 

the Air Force to 11% in the Marine Corps. 

 The odds of a woman experiencing a sexual assault were highest for the youngest women – from 17 

to 20 years old. Those odds were 1 in 8. 

 In 96% of the cases the alleged offender was a man. The offender most often was one person (64%), 

a military member (89%) and a friend or acquaintance (62%). 

 Nearly 1 in 4 of all women experienced an “unhealthy climate” because of sexual harassment, 

which was up in the survey. About 16% of all women faced an "unhealthy climate" because of 

gender discrimination, also up.  

"The results are disturbing and a clear indicator the Marine Corps must reexamine its sexual assault 

prevention efforts," the Marine Corps said in a statement. "Our Marines have a fundamental right to live 

and work in an environment free from sexual assault and harassment. The Marine Corps is committed to 

purging these criminal behaviors from our ranks, taking care of victims, and holding offenders 

accountable."  

According to estimates in 2018, 6% of women in the military endured some form of sexual assault, and 

almost 1% of men were victimized. The Pentagon extrapolated the rate based on the results of the survey, 

which had a sample size of more than 100,000, with a 95% confidence level. 

For women, assaults involving groping and crimes involving penetration both increased, Galbreath said. 

The type of assaults for men stayed relatively stable. 

The rate of reporting sexual assault to authorities declined, a trend that might point to less confidence 

among troops. 

"We know these are consistent problems, and the department is doing everything it can to address these 

issues across the military," said Air Force Lt. Col. Carla Gleason, a Pentagon spokeswoman. 
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